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E. STATEMENT OF HISTORIC CONTEXTS

The purpose othis cover document is texplain the commercial development of Omaha, Nebraskizide of
downtown,during the streetcar er@onstruction of the first streetcar system in Omaha began in 1868, and the
first cars rarin early 1869; the last streetcar ran in the spring of 138though commerciatesourcesvere built
throughout the citythis contexfocuses on thelevelopment tht occurrechlong and at the ends of the Omaha
streetcar routesStreetcar linesvere established along major transportation rouddten, these routes already
had some @mmercial developmentwhich further developed with the advent of the streetcar; thoeg new
commercial clustersvere established after tistreetcar linaarrived. The one unifier afommercial resources
under this cover is the streetcar system.

l. The Development of Omaha, 854 to 1955

Understandinghe context within whichihe city of Omahadeveloped is critical to understanditige physical
manifestations that development took, in termshefstreetcar routeand the commerciallustersalong these
routes. This section briefly explains this underlyimgtoric context.

Prior to European settlement, various Native American groups occupied the area that would become Oma
Some of the earliest known groups include the Woodland and Nebraska Culture peoples. Modern tribes, incluc
the Omaha for whom the city is named, moved int dlea during théate fifteenth centuryUntil the early
eighteenth centuryhe Europeaspresent in Nebraska consisted prifyaof Spanish and French fur traders. In
June 1853, several Council Bluff®wa, businessmen formed a town company to suaay plat the Omaha
townsiteacross the MissouRiver. The following year, thsame year Congress established Nebraska Territory
the company laid out Omaha City into 320 blgeksd construction began soafter?

1 Because construction of the system began in 1868, this is the date for the beginning of the historic context.

2 The majority of this context is based on the information provided in the Omaha Landmarks Heritage Preservation Commissi
(OLHPC), AA Comprehensive Program for Historic Preservmtio
include James C. Olsohlistory of Nebraska2" ed. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 196@)old L.Si mmo n sLaBeked . |,
Vueo: i8thaHistoseoEBellevue, Nebraskdarceline Missouri Walsworth Publishig Co., 1976);Arthur C. WakeleyOmaha:

The GateCity and Douglas County Nebrask&, vols. (Chicago: Thé&. J. Clarke PublishingCo., 1917); Nebraska HistoryA. T.
Andreas History of the State of Nebrask& vols. (Chicago: The WesteHistorical Co., 1882); AlfredsorensonThe Storyof Omaha

from Pioneer Dgs to the Preent Time (Omaha: NationaPrinting Co., 1923); James W. Savagdohn T. Bell and ConsulW.
Butterfield History of the City of Omaha,Nebraskaand SouttOmaha(New York: Munsell and Co, 1894);Robert G. Athearn Union
Pacific Country(New York: Rand McNalf andCo., 1971);[Alfred Sorenson]Omabha lllustrated: A Historgfthe Pioneer Period and

the Omahaof Today(Omaha: D C. Dunbar andCompany Publishers 1888); Ed F. Morearty OmahaMemories (Omaha Swartz
PrintingCo., 1917) Howard P Chudacoff Mobile AmericansResidential and Socidlobility in Omahal880-1920(New York: Oxford
University Press 1972); John T. BellDmahaand Omahavlen (Omaha:n.p., 1917) Kenneth GeraldIfers, "The TransMississippi
Exposition" (M.A. thesis Creighton University1968). For a complete bibliography, see the Comprehensive Program.

SOLHPC, AA Compr e h-23nGitationecovérs parggraphm, 0 9
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Oneimpetus for organizing the land west of the river was to establish a path feirsh&@ranscontinental
Railroad. The selected eastern terminus would benefit greatly from wealth and development associated with
engendered by the railrogahd as a redt, many communitiesncluding Omahayied for the position. However

prior to securing the eastern terminus, Omaha first sought to sesaif@sthe territorial capital. Much of the
development in early Omaha was associated with this lgpalding louses, hotels, a business block, and even a
capibl were constructed. In February 1857, Omaha received a charter for incorporation and claimed its status
the capitakity.*

Omaha boomed abe citybecame a maj or suppl y aerdand pthemwestwagl o
immigrants. In 186Qthe populationof Omahareached 4,000 with approximately 1,500 buildinr@evelopment
associated with this boom initiated Omahads stat
2, 1863 PresiderabrahamLincoln designated a point in Council Bluffs as the easteminus for théJnion
Pacific Railroa¢l cloee enough for Omaha to also profit from the associ&tRailroadconstruction combined

with existing steamboat traffisecureddmaha as a regional transportation and trade center. With the installatior
of Western Union Telegraph LinesiB60 Omaha beame a major communications center as Weliese factors
combined to generate a population boamdin 1872, Union Pacific built a railroad bridge across the Missouri
River to connect th@ranscontinentaline with its official eastern termus, CouncilBluffs, lowa; thisfurther
spurred industrial development along rail lines south of down®®maha®

A real estate boonpositively affected development throughout Omatharing the late nineteenth century
Between 1880 and 1898, residential neighborhooudystrial centers, and commercial hubs proliferated.
Stockyards, meatpacking, and wholesale jobbing bedhmiargest industriesn Omaha South Omahaan
independent townwyas establishearoundhis time and functioedas a stockyards and meatpackiegter? High
farm values, crop prices, and technological increases bolskeragricultural economgf the metropolitan area,
which in turn spured further development cityide 1° By 189Q the population toppeddd,0002* This period of

“OLHPC, AComprehensive Progr am, @olnin2l86I,Gollowidgtstatehead.at e capi t al |
SOLHPC, AComprehensive Program, o 18.
8 Richard Orr,O&CB: Streetcars of Omaha and Council Blufmaha: R. Orr, 1996), 2.

" Lawrence H. Larsen et.allpstream Metropolis: An Urban Biography of Omaha & Council Bl(lffiacoln: University of Nebraska
Pres, 2007), 56.

SMead & Hunt, fAReconnaissance Survey of Portions of South
SOLHPC, AComprehensive Program, o 32.
YOLHPC, fAComprehensive Program, o 54.

UChristine Long and Emily Pettis, AOmaha Park and Boulevard
(2011): 83.
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prosperity ended abruptly with the financial Parf¥ebraska State Historical Society
of 1893that significantly stalleddevelopment in
Omahat? However things shiftedn 1898 when
the  TransMississippi and Internationa
Exposition was organizeit Omahato showcase
the states west ofhe Mississippi River in a
manner similar toa Wo r | d 0 gFigufeal). 1. ...
During its fivemonth run, the Exposition broug -
over 2.6 millionvisitors to Omaha and, with the
the return of economic prosperity.

The return of a strong econorajjowed the main
industries inOmMahato expandThe city remained [

the leader of goods storage and distribution w - 2 ‘

of the Mississippi River!* Steady ecoomic ® T S -~ = ]

conditions and job availability contributed t0 agouree: netradka tistons o Poston Omana. fE, 1898
early twentieth century population boom i..

Omaha.n 190Q the populatiorhad dropped to just ové02,000 but by 1910 reached 12486, an increase of

22 percent. The population substantially increased over the next decade and in 1920 topped 190,000. Se\
annexations contributed to the population boom between 1910 and4 #&9city limits grewThecity annexed
thecommunities of Dundee and South Oraan 1915andBenson and Florence in 1917.

Following World War |, new suburban housing developments were estabiisbedhout OmahaJulti-family
dwellings were constructed in formeninglefamily residentiaineighborhoodsurroundingdowntown and on
maintransportation corridoristo suburban neighborhoosln addition to housinghe number of newchools

and cultural or entertainment resources also proliferated. The rise of the aut@rminildl 920 provided a new
mode of transpoationthatin turn influenced development in Omahavays previously unseebinlike streetcars
which adhered to strict routes and established timetables, the automobile provided freedom of movem
througlout the city and its expanding boundaries. Prilyatevned automobiles and public btransportation
began to challenge tiprominence of thetreetcarThe automobile also influenced the transportation of goods as
truckingreplaced carnd wagon transport #se dominant intracitgistributionmethod This period of prosperity
continued for approximately a decade before nationwide economic decline again affected the city. Falli

”Mead & Hunt, fASouth Central Omaha, o 3.
BOLHPC, fAComprehenddi ve Program, 0 42
“Mead & Hunt, fASouth Central Omaha, o 3.

OLHPC, fAComprehensive Program, o 60.
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agricultural product prices and poor environmental conditions decimated the agriculturattssdtmmed a
significant bass of the Omahaeconomy. Employment in the wholesale, retail, and sales industries fell

dramatically.Economic conditions in Omaha continued to suffer thioilng Great Depressiamtil World War
. 16

Like much of theUnited StatesOmaha benefitted economically from demands generated by World War II.
Increased demand for food to supply the war effort stabitteegigricultural economy as crop, land, and livestock
prices rose. As a regional transportation center for agricufitwdlicts, the market recoeer,greatly benefiing
Omabha. Following World War 1I, Omaha more than doubled in square thisegomobile sprawl and suburban
devel opment transformed the citydés f oot presbuncesamds
suburban singkkamily housingproliferated.

The Omaha economwasalteredafter the waas well. While wholesaling, industrial processag;jculture,and
similar industries historically formed the basis of the economy, veoilar and pofessional industries such as
insurance and finance became the economic focus during theemtisry'® Rail transport and industrial
development declined, following national tred@ié\s a resultemergng industriesnow required office space
This led to demolitions along rail lineserasingmany nineteenth century warehousing districts and industrial
centersConstructionof interstatesluring the midto late twentieth century further contributed to wide swaths of
demolition in the city.

Il. Streetcar Sygemsin the United States circa 1830to circa 1955

Experimentatiorcharacterizé the development of streetcars and streetcar systeemin Americabetweerthe
mid-180Gs and the midd900s Technological advances, particularly in power modeglutionized the industry
from its beginnings in the early nineteenth centigw emergenpowertechnologieslispersedcross the nation
as streetcar companies sought to improve their systems. The variety of streetcangistedisn Omahaluring
the nineteenth and twentieth centurieBectsthis period of rapid technological development.

Streetcar systentgve their rootgr theomnibus which first appeared in France in tt#20s Thepublicomnibus
evolved from the stagecoacll Unlike expensive and often unpredictatiiackneysand cabs the omnibus
providedriders withaffordablefixed routes andchedulesCombined, these two factors revolutionized public

BOLHPC, fAComprehen78ive Program, o 72
"OLHPC, fAComprehensive Program, o 73.
BOLHPC, fAComprehensive Program, o 73.
Mead & Hunt, ASouth Central Omaha, o 9.

20 A hackney company monopoly on public transport in London prohibited regular omnibus service in London until 1831.
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transportation particularly in crowded Paris
Regularly scheduled hackney andagecoach|
service provided shodistance travel to suburbaf
neighborhoods in American cities prior to t‘. 4
omnibus. In 1829, New York City stagecoaq g
operator Abram Brower introduced a ne s V7N
stagecoach design that incorporated a rear ";‘»}ﬁi\

Lo s

and seats orientdedngthwise. The following year
Brower compelled his stagecoach maker, J¢ =
Stephenson, to design an omnibus based on| s i - i A : :
Parisian model. Stephensadapted the ParisialFigure 2: Omaha horsear, @ 1882. Source Orr, 38.
modéd to include elements that not only increaseu

passenger comfort but eased the farlthe horses. Within three years, Stegme s desi gn usher
of the omnibusd in New Yor k Cisystemspfeadeapidlyartd by the end t

of the decade most large American cities boastsdpublictransportation mod#& Although the omnibusvas

an immense improvement over hackneys and coachst] retained several drawbackacluding bumpy or
uncomfortable rides and challenges navigatueg or uneven road surfacd% address these issues, Bienson
designedhefirst US streetcar to run on rails in 1832.

Horse Drawn StreetcarSystems

In 1831, theNew York & Harlem Railroadeceived the firsstreetcar charter in the natiand begamorsedrawn
operations on New York City streets tfwlowing year initiating the horsedrawn streetcar era in the United
States Before opening  first routes, he company turned to Stephenson to deggstreetcar The design
emphasized improvements to passenger comfort as well as efficlemeyhirtypassenger catsad wooden
bodies and ran on raised rails constructed from granite andP@seengers, press, and transit compamased
Stephensonds design as an i mmense i mprovement t
smoother ride while the raised tradased movement over roadrfacesIn the following decades, Stephenson
continued to improve oiis design and he retained a virtual monopoly on independent kuna&n car
construction until 1878° In the fifty years following thefirst streetcar line, horsdrawn streetcar systems
expandedwidely with cities across the nation adopting tieehnology.While the horsedrawn power mode
dominated streetcar operatioturing the early streetcar er@rigure 2), technological advances and
experimentation with alternative power modémaledthe end of its supremacy in the late 1880s.

21 Cities with populations over 40,000 were considered large at this time.

22 Clay McShane and Joel Tafihe Horse in the City: Living Machés in the Nineteenth Centyigaltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 200768-59, 65.

22 McShane and Tarfhe Horse in the City63-65.
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Steam Powere8treetcarSystems

Despite its use to power rail systems since 1814, steam power never became a popular streetcar power mo
America. The steam powered engine required coal or coke to operate, creating smoke and pollution along
route. Stored coal and volatheilers further presented a safety risk to passengers and pedestrians alike. Althou
a stearrpowered streetcar briefly operated in New York City during the @aidlynineteenth century, the city
swiftly labeled the operation blight and banmieeir usewithin the municipality. As a result, this mode of streetcar
power never caught on nationwitfe.

CableStreetcarSystems

As horsedrawn streetcasystems proliferated within American citiesyentorsexperimengd with alternative
power modedn San Francisco, inventor Andrew S. Hallidssignedhe cable cato ease travel overdic i t y 0 ¢
steep grade® To propel the car, Hallidee developed a systemmolergroundtables and grip mechanistist

when activated, allowed the operator to start and stop th&loarstreetcar bodies were similar in design to
existing horsedrawn streetcardhiowever theyfeatured a grippingnechanisnthatreached through the bottom

of the car to grighecable belowTo lay the cable trackyorkers dugrapezoidal trenasand therinstallediron
framego support thérack and pulley systeif.Concrete then encased the frame to create a tunnel through whick
the cable would continually move at a constant ¥4t start the car, the operatactivated a lever to grip the
cable below, thus pulling the car along. To stop the car, the operator sieguiyvated the lever which released
the cableThe firstsegment othe Hallidee cablecarsystemwas laidin SanFranciscdn August 18738

Following therr success in San Francisco, cable car systems spread to other Americamditigsig Boston,
Chicago, Cincinnati, and Omalfgigure 3).2° However, expensivand timeconsumingconstruction coupled

with difficult maintenanceand repais, hindered their widespread adoptiorhe introduction of the electric
streetcarin 1887 further limited the spread of cable caystemsFaster, easier, and cheaper to construct, the
electric streetcanad many obvious advantages and most cities quickly abandoned the cable car in favor of t
new power mode.

24 McShane and Tarfhe Horse in the City64.

%James Dill on, iSan Franci sc otoCfarim (1¢78)@Bhr s, 0 Nati onal Regi st
26 Orr, O&CB, 49.
270rr, O&CB, 49.
2Di |l I on,

2Dil Il on,

San Fralncisco Cable Cars, o 8
San Fr aln@ri,G&EM488R bl e Car s, o0 8

=13

=13
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Figure 3. Omaha cable carac1888 Source: Orr, 64.

Electric StreetcarSystems

Frank Julian Spragu@g857%1934)t he fAFat her of El ectric Traction, O
Sprague served as an officer in the US Navy until 1883, when he left the Navy to work as a technical assistar
Thomas Edison at his Menlo Park laboratory. A talented matheamti8prague introduced the utilization of
mathematical modeling rather than tr@dderror to develop concepts at the company. Although successful at
Menlo Park, Sprague soon left to pursue his interests in transportation and power. In 1884 he cbed®ned t
interests and founded his own firm, the Sprague Electric Railway & Motor Company in New York City. The firn
focused primarily omlevelopng electrical and wheel suspension systems to create an electric stietcar.

The streetcar system developed3praguencorporated an electrical transmission system, wheel suspension,
automatic controls and breaks, and a motor that ogkséteout dangerous sparkimghile maintairing consistent

RPM despite load variatiott. An overhead electric line centered abdtie track provided electrical power
through a contact wheel mounted on a pole at the streetcar EeBpagudirst utilized thissystem in 1887
whenhis companyp egan construction on the first el ectri
contract with the Richmond Union Passenger Railway called for twelve miles of track, a-stattoal steam

and electric power pl ant, and eighty mohosedrawnt o
LemelsoAMlI T Program, fAFrank J. Sprague: Electric Trolley Syst
SlLemelsorAMlI T Program, fAFrank J. Sprague: Electric Trolley Syst

32 Edward M. Kirby Seldom Told Tales of Sharon, Book Thi®karon, CN: Sharon Historical Society, 2RGL
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streetars®® All of this wasto be completeavithin ninety days. When it opened in 1888, the Richmond Union
Passenger Railway became the first lasgale electric trolley line in the worfd.The line was a success and
proved to other cities that safe, reliable, efficient, and profitable electdetstr systems were possible.
Spraguebds syst andbetgqaen 1838 lantlo0s gppraxienately 20,000 miles of electric streetcar
track were constructed in the United States afofiéie Sprague system later served as the basis for new electric
streetcar system development, including those of General EJ&uggtinghouse, and Thomsétouston®

The Frank Sprague electric streetcar system revolutionized streetcar transit worldtvdeethis power mode,
streetcars could traverse greater distances in less time and transport heavier loads. Together, these be
increased possible city size through expanding the commute radius. Using the electric streetcar, commuters c
travel the same distance in ten minutbatthey could walking for thirty’ Reliablg efficient public transport
facilitated development away from establisloigt centers andontributed greatly to increased suburbanization
in American citiesAs electric streetir linesexpanded throughout a cityevelopment along and adjacent to the
route followed dramatically altering thsize,shape, and character of the city.

1. Streetcars in Omaha, 1868 to 1955

Construction of the streetcar system in Omaha began in T86Bnological advancements, experimentation, and
intense competitiooharacterize the development and ensuing operation of streetcars in Ouiahg thefirst

thirty years many companiesperatednultiple lines within the city, often undeariousconditions and modes

of power.The introduction oklectric streetcasystemsn the late 1880simplified power methods however
competition between streetcar companies remained compleeriéd of consolidation in the early twentieth
centurymergedthis web of lines togethento one companwnd created aunified streetcar transportation that
continuel for half a centuryConcurrently,the rise of the automobile and development of bus transportation
emergedo challengestreetcar service in Omahaeginning in thesarly twentieth centuryOver thefollowing
decades, automobile and bus us&easingly threatenetthe streetcatransportatiorand ultimately caused the
end of the Omaha streetcar era in 1955.

33 Kirby, Seldom Told Tales.
34 LemelsoAMl T Program. fAFrank J. Sprague: Electric Trolley Syst

LemelsonaM| T Pr ogr am. AFrank J. S;pr Baguk :WhadizKtioniBnglewood Cliffs) NJ:Prenti&y s t
Hall, 1994), 89.

%LemelsorAM| T Program. d@FrBhé&ctri SpTraglul ey Systems. 0

SLinda Flint McClelland, David L. Ames, and Sarah Dilbbard
National Register Multiple Property Documentation Form (Undated): E4. The effects of strgstearsson residential development
has been extensively study and is recorded in the document referenced here.



NPS Form 16000-b OMB No. 10240018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

StreetcatEra Commercial Development in Omaha, Nebraska Nebraska
Name of Multiple Property Listing State
Section number___ E Page9

The Rise of Streetca$868 to circal889)

Streetcar service in Omaha began duringedod of great prosperity in the citin the early 1860s, Omaha
benefitedgreatly from its position as a commerc¢iaholesale, and industrial center. Economic prospdriw
vast numbers of new residerdasd the ensuing population boom sparked developrAsithe city grew, residents
requiredimproved transportatioand the first streetcar systems developed to meet this deMang.streetcar
companiegormedin Omahaand all attempted to secutee domnhant positionWhile the first Omaha streetcars
were horsadrawn,new power modesncluding cable and electricityose to challenge the hordeawn streetcar
in the late 1880sUltimately, the electric streetcar systemmerged victoriougand sparked théeginning of a
transformative perioth Omaha transportation.

HorseDrawn Cars (1868 1895)

Although construction of the firsbutes did not begin untll868,planning forthe Omahastreetcar systetmegan

in 1867. That year the city granted theODmahaHorse Railway Company (OHR Co., IB6889) a fiftyyear
franchise to build and operate a street railway systdncluded in the charter was the stipulation that the OHR
Co. must complete at least one mile of track and maintain a successful operaiiotwaityears. The OHR Co.
was granted the authority to build single or double track anywhere within city limits, both present and future, a
up tofive miles outside the city limitsalthough the city provided two conditions on the OHR Cbhe first
condtion excluded steampowered carsand the second prohibid theconstructionof trackageon any land
previously granted to a steam railro8drourteenth Street was also excluded from this agreement as it had bee
previously allocated to the Union PaciRailroad as an alternative route to circumvent flooding along their river
bottom trackg?

Funding and capital shortfalls delayemhstructionof thefirst streetcaroute untilNovember 13, 1868. THeHR

Co. opted tdegin construction within theommercial core of Omaha,lseting theintersection of Farnam and

9" streets as the beginning point gridnninga single track to travel west to15Street. The route beyond this
initial segment was unknown. The OHR Co. route again suffered setbaeksweather conditions delayed
materials and construction. The singflack segment reached1&nd Farnam almost a month later on December
10, 1868. The route was then extended B d®d Cass. When completed in early January 1869, this extension
met theone-mile track requirement stipulated in the original charter and cost approxir&te0*! Although

the track was completed during the first weékdanuarythe first streetcars did not arrive in Omaha untilrlate

38 1n this context, a franchise is an agreement reached between the city and a given streetcar company which grants tightempany
to operate &ine within Omaha. Although rights may be granted, they are not always exercised and are frequently not exclusive.

®This restriction refers to steam | ocomotives, not stgeeadm ¢
refers b a collective group of lines constructed for either railroad or street railway use.

40 Orr, O&CB, 3. Although initially excluded]4™ Street later became a streetcar route after Union Pacific failed to utilize it.

41 This construction cost is equivalentroughly $113,276 in 2019 currency.
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the month An omnibus mounted on flanged whee g
served as the cityods fi ‘ h e
period(Figure 4).42 !

The first two of four streetcars arrived late January.
Each car measured sixteen feet in length and req
two horse$® Cars ran every four minutesand
platforms at either end allowed loading and unloadi
of passenger¥ Initial fares were priced at terentsa
ride or bundled at sixteerides for $1.%° Each car
required one conductor and one operaltie operator &
drovethe streetcar while the conductor took tickets a
fares.Both oftenworked fourteerhour days fo$1.50 = = . .

per day*® The first extension to the line was completegffrrfe?'ol\f: d5'.f'ed omnibus used as the first Omaha stregf69
in the summerof 1869 and ran west on Cass t0'20

Street before turning north on2Gtreet to Cuming tBeet From there, the line ran west to*23treet and then

north onehalf block to a new streetcar terminal. A subsequent extension in 1870 traveled south on Farnam

Jones 8eetand crossed Otoe Creek to link the streetcar system to the Union Pacific RHilfd@d1870

extension brought theta track length up to two miles. That year, the OHR Co. directors authorized the extensio

of roads three miles north whére city offereceighty acres of lanth subsidy

Although the OHR Co. authorized roaxpansionsn 1870, streetcar routextensons were placed under

restrictions the following May. In 1871, OHR Cuaresident George Frost mandated that streetcar extensions
would not be constructed unless subsidized through land or money equal to construction costs. The only excey
was to be a f@-mile long spur which connected the OHR Co. line directly to the Union Pacific depot. This
extension allowed riders who entered Omaha via train to board the streetcar more efficiently. Baggage tru
utilized to transfer luggage from trains to the straeteere seen as additional revenue streams for the streetcar

company. Frost believed this would not only increase streetcar ridership butalsmifetrease travel to Omaha

A

in general dudo favorable transportation within the citore Frostdés demand futuer
economic strife for the OHR Co. In 1872, cost overruns and expenses caused financial hartshpraha

42 0rr, O&CB, 4-6.

43 0rr, O&CB, 5.

“OLHPC, fComprehensive Program,o0o 38.

4 Orr, O&CB, 6. Fares equivalent to $1.89 and $18.88 respectively in 2019 currency.

®OLHPC, fAComprehensive Program, o 38. This wage is equivale

470rr, O&CB, 6-7. Otoe Creek is not extant.
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Horse RailwayCompany To increase ridership, fares were cut to five cents and the farebox wasicettdd
replace the conductandcut expense®

Despite these measures, the company continued to operate atadoss June 26, 1878aptain W.W. Marsh
purchased the OHR C8Under Marsh, August 1873 ridershigaledtwelve hundredidersper day on five cars

and plans for a second track on Farnam were underway. Ind8eé railroad depot was constructedhe foot

of 9" Street. The new depot location made transfer from the railroad to the streetcar easier and more efficie
While the OHR Co. dominated horse drawn streetcar transponvaity, it faced competition for one route. In
1874 Union Pacific and former OHR Co. president Andrew J. Hanscom competed against OHR Co. for a cove!
route to the fair ground.

Although yet to turn a profit, the OHR Gemontinuedtoexpandin d er Mar shdés | e a Omaha h i
Beereported the company operated seven cars, ownedfiegtiiorses, and employed fifteen men. Ridership for
the year totaled approximately®000 and gross earnings topped $18%@Xxtensions of the system to"16
Street and southwest to Hanscom Park were platin€de following year, the OHR Co. streetcar system
officially split into two distinct lines. The 8street line was designatdtetGreen Line whileth@ o r i gi n a |
was designated the Red LitfeCars were painted and lantern lightsigin their respective colors to reflect these
designations. Despite increases in operations, the OHR Co. remained unable to record a prdaiutlied de
repeatedly on shareholder bonds between 1873 and*4&o8eclosure of the OHR Co. began September 2,
1878 and the company was offered for s@laptain Marsheacquired the company at a sheriff sale and became
the sole ownet®

Just as financidtardship continued to plague the OHR Co., infrastructure conditions remained problematic fc
both riders and the streetcars themselves. Oma h
conditions with some riders exiting cars to mud rising isdhes or more.In addition to inconveniencing
passengers, muddy conditions endangered draft horses, trapped cars on tracks, and even caused derailr
These dangers were not limited to Omadnad in 1881 the state legislature passed an ordinancguiver¢he

48 Orr, O&CB, 13-14. Equivalent to approximately $0.95 in 2019 currency.

49 Marsh purchased the company and fiored as the majority owner; however, stockholders still owned portions of the company.
%0 0rr, O&CB, 16-19.

51 Orr, O&CB, 20. Reported gross earnings for 1874 are equivalent to approximately $417,399 in 2020 currency.

520rr, O&CB, 20.

0Orr does not define which Iline is considered the fAorigina
“William Hodge, AThe Hor se Car ORaha Sundhy Bed Eelr@aB/ 1909) intOmahy PuSlie r i
Library, fAStreet Carso Vertical File, Local History Refere

% Orr,0&CB, 24;Hod g e, i The HoAlthowh NMaash off€&red rtoi pmhite the purchase price and allow stockholders to
retain their proportional ownership shares, this offer was not accepted.
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paving of roadsurfacedetween streetcar raighen rails were installeon paved streets in first class citisach
as Omahand Lincoln®® This ordinance required streetcar companiesantainthe pavingwhich created an
ongoing expense for the OHR Co. as Omaha began to pave its streets in the eafy 1880s.

This new expense added to the OHR Co.dds ongoing
paid operating expenses but no profits waesle, and the company failed to acquire a surplus for improvements
or renewals. Consequentlipe company acquirea large floating debt, and ti@HR Co.reorganized in 188%

The following February, Captain Marsh sold thfigis of the controlling inteest in the OHR Co. to S.H.H.
Clark, Guy Barton, and Frank Murphy 845,000 all four owners deeded their shares to the Omaha Horse
Railway corporationfour months late?® Despite persistent financial woes, the OHR Co. continued to expand its
operationghroughout the nineteenth century. In 138% company employed thirfive men, owne@75horses,

and operated thirtpne streetcars for regular service on four main fA&sairing the same period, Omaha began

a major regrading and pavement project weitforts focusedn the most heavily utilized roads$ Theseefforts
compelled the OHR Co. to complete its own track improvements. Between 1883 and 1889, the company exper
approximately $770,000 to $800,000toack upgradesnew track construction, and equipmé&hthe OHR Co.
monopolyended in 1889 as new innovations in streetcar technology challengaabtieenacy of th©HR Co.

lines in OmahgAppendix A%3

SteamPowered CarsEenson Motor Railway887)

As in much of the country, steapowered streetcamgerenevera significantelement in Omaha public transit.
Thefirst Omahastreetcar franchisespecifically prohibited steam poweklthough not specified, this ban likely
rose from concerns over noiaad pollutionassociated with the engine and its operatfdBstablished outside
the Omaha city limits,he Benson Motor Railwalgriefly operated athe onlysteampowered streetcan the

%6 The legislation did not specify paving material. Savenaterials were used in Omaha including cedar blocks, macadam, asphalt,
brick, and granite blocks.

57 0rr, O&CB, 26.
Hodge, iLast Years of t he Ho Omaha SiadaysBddt FED&aEYBRI0B)I st ory Seri e
5 0Orr, O&CB, 37. Equivalent t@pproximately $394,000 in 2020 currency.

50 Orr, O&CB, 41-44. The thirtyfive employees include regular employees only and exclude the large number of temporary or part
time tracklayers.

f'Hodge, fALast Years of the Horse Cars. o
®2Hodge, fALasHorysarGard. d he
Hodge, fALast Years of the Horse Cars. o

64 Orr, O&CB, 14. While steanpowered streetcars were not permitted to run on Omaha streets, the Union Pacific dummy train wa
allowed to transport riders across the Union Pacific bridge over the Misdwar. This route used a streetcar or omnibus attached to a
small steam engine and linked the Omaha passenger station and the Council Bluffs transfer station beginning in 1872.
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area Thisline connectedhe city ofOmaha tdhe then gparatemunicipality ofBensorapproximately five miles
northwest of downtown

In 1887 Eragus A. Bensoni8541932) of lowa purchasexhine-hundredacrefarmnorthwest of Omaha where
he platted his eponymousglage. Benson and associate€. Mayne and W.L. McCagusoon formed thBenson
Motor Railway Company to promotke real estate investméfitThe line initially ran fromOmaha city limits at
48" and Granstreets tdVlayne Street and Militarfvenuein newly platted Bensqra distance of appxanately
oneandonequarter mile$® While theBenson streetcar line initially ran on steam, compldiots neighboring
farmers forced the line to convéothorsedrawn poweronly thirty days latef’

Cable Carg1887to 1895)

Rumblings of new powemodes for Omaha streetcars began as early as 1881 when news of cable cars in £
Francisco and planned cable cars in Chicago prompted Captain Marsh and the OHR Co. to investigate the
technology?® The following Octoberthe OmahaCity Council granted awditional franchises and agreed to place

a measure on the upcoming NovembErbéllot to allow for cable car systems to be constructéte ballot
measure passdxy almostfour to one and indicated early public support for cable cars in the® &gspite early
interest,the introductionof cable cars in Omaha did not begin until the mallate-1880s.Cable cars were
intendedo replace horsesvhohad tohaul caraup steep roadradesyetprohibitive costsarnd conceris over the
long-term future ofa cable car systedelayed construction for several years.

CableTramway CompamPmaha Cable Tramway Ggpany(1887to 1895)

The Cable Tramway Company was earlycompetitor in the Omaha cable c@dustry. The company
incorporated iM884 andthe city grantedt a franchisefollowing passgeof the Octoberballot measureThe
franchiseallowed the Cable Tramway Compaimyoperate on certain streéfdJnlike franchises granted to early
horse car enterprises, the Cable Tramway Company franchise contained no restBefanast built a single
rail, the Cable Tramway @mpany offered the city $20,000 forthe 11" Street viaduct to be widened to
accommodatis cable carg! However, thesity declined this offer due tadditionalcoststhat would be required

S5SOLHPC, AiComprehensive Program, 0o 46.
OLHPC, @ Compr eh e nMayne bas $inceobgen eemamed Mapte.

S"OLHPC, AiCompr ehensi O&CB,’8. thg Benson MotodRailway@vas Iater renamed the Benson & Halcyon
Heights Railroad when the line was extended to 66th Street and connected the Benson business district with the Halsyon Hei
residential addition to the south. This line remained unphiitdaroughout its lifespan and in 1890 was transferred to the Omaha Street
Railway Company during the Omaha streetcar consolidation period.

58 Orr, O&CB, 26-27.

0rm,0&CB,51; Jim McKee, TfiNebr as klangoin JoDmdl Star Qrdingd0 AugBta2015)Rai | way, 0
“William Hodge, fACable Rail ways OnahaGumday BEgOFe@&r¢ WO9HI st ory Se
2 Orr, O&CB, 41.
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Additional financial problemsielayed construction until 1886 On August 8, 1886the Cable Tramway
Companyofficially announcd its projectedroute andvas immediatelynet by legakchallenge’? The OHR Co.
filed aninjunction to halt constructigrelaiming it held exclusive rights to construct streetcars in Orffditae

next day,the OHR Co. announckits own cablecar line on theCable Tramway Compansoute andstated
constructionmaterialswere alreadyon the way® Undeterred bythreats of competition, the Cable Tramway
Companycontinued with its plans analdvertised that foumiles of cable cartrack would be in servicehat
November. However, as the deadline passed only one power statidoeerconstructed andnly two lines
entrenched® While construction was underwagripmen and conductors from San Francisco and Kansas City
came to Omahaottrain Cable Tramway Qapanyoperators.” Over one year after its initial announcement, the
Cable Tramway Comparyegan serviceOn December 27, 188the company hosteddemonstration run to
highlight innovativeservice including heated cars anrdssstreet announcements for passengers. Regular service
began the next weeKhat year, the company reincorporatsithe Omaha Cable Tramwayr@manywith $2
million in capital’®

Omaha Horse Railwa@ableCompany(1887to 1889)

Not content tdose riders to a potentiakew cable car line, the OHR Céirst attemptedn 1886to preventthe
(Omaha) @ble TramwayCompanyfrom establishing such a line through legal challengésle theOHR Co.

had announced plans for its own cable car line justdaty after th©mahaCable Tramway Companit,did not
establisha cable car divisiofor several month€n March 4, 1887, the OHR Cdiled articles of incorporation

as the Omaha Horse Railway Cable Compamameéhatr e f | ect ed t he ¢ o mhpsedakns p
streetcar service while exploring newbtsa caropportunities’® However, the Omaha Horse Railway Cable
Companyexperienced significant challenges in the race to establish cable car service in Ontlabyeas 1887
ended the companytill sought city approval to construct its lif@\ew city legislation further exacerbated the

”Hodge, ACable Railways in Omaha. o

The Cable Tramway Company route was located dhSteeet and extended from Pacific to Farnam and then traveled west to 28
Street. An additional crossline was to operate dhReet, from Leavenworth to Grant.

74 While the OHR Co. claimed it held exclusive rights, the franchise originally grantbéé twompany did not appear to grant these
rights to the OHR Co. exclusively.

5 Orr, O&CB, 48-49.

®"Mc Kee, fANebraskads Only Cable Car Railway. o

“"McKee, fANebraskadés Only Cable Car Railway. o0 Gr i ptotemodinger a
cable below.

“"McKee. fANebraskads Only Cable Car Rail way. o

90rr, O&CB, 51.

80 Orr, O&CB, 56, 62. Legal entanglements appear to have delayed city approval while the OHR Co. challenged the Cable Tramw
Company in court.
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companyo0s ld 1889, thecQity of Onealsa.passed a new franchise ordinance that granted any Omal
street railwayenterprise the right to use any power mode on any street within tresséptiallyweakeninghe
original fifty -year franchise agreememgtween the city and the OHR €ldThe ordinancéiad aprofoundeffect

on streetcar development in Omahanaw compaiesimmediately organized, particularly those that sought to
experimentwith newly developed electric streetcar technolofespite earlier legal entanglemerdasd
anticipatirg stiff competition from developing electric streetcampaniesthe Omaha Hors®ailway Cable
Company joinedforces withthe Omaha Cable Tramwagompany. OnJanuary 1, 1889the companies
incorporate as the Omaha Street Railw&pmpany??

The 1889 consolidation brought together tivee miles belonging to th@maha Cable Tramway @gpanyand
theroutes of th@©@maha Horse Railwa@ompanybringing the combined route mileage to otrérty-one miles
The Omaha Street Railwa@ompanyestablished ttendantfree transfers between the differing lind$is was
doneto ease rideship and to facilitate use of the combined lines and their differing power modésle
consolidatio initially strengthened the cable car systémpuld notweatherthe events of the following years.

Il n 1890, the companyods WedsDue tdte dogstruct®r system tof theahlddare |
lines, repairs weresostly,and the line was ultimately closé&tFour years latergflures,as well asuccesses, in
electricity transmissionshered in the end of the cable car era in OmaHEB94 a lightning strike destroyed one
of the Omahtreet RailwayCompanydynamos, crippling the already stressed sy$fefhat same yeagleven
years after electriservice wadirst established in Omaha, power polesre installed along the cablercaute
therebylaying the groundworkor track conversion from cable to electric systems.

Electric Streetcars in Omalia887to 1889)

While cable car development was underwaultaneous experimentation with new electric streetcar technology
further complicated the streetcar industry in Omdtme city granted franchises to tffiest two electric streetcar
companies oduly 13, 1887’ The newly issuedrénchises granted operation rightsany and all streets not
already inuse by a street railway of any power modithough the thirtyyear franchises were created to spur

8"Mc Kee, fAdNe bO@OmisykaCabl e Car Rail way. o
820rr, O&CB, 74.
8 0Orr, O&CB, 74.

8McKee, fANebraskads Only Cable Car Rail way. o
%McKee, fANebraskadéds Only Cable Car Rail way. o
%Mc Kee, fANebraskadéds Only Cable Car Rail way. o

Wil liam Hodge,

ot

The First EI ect Omaha Suaday Bees Februady 1@WYCB Hi st or
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electric streetcar development, they failed
specify that electric power must be us&The
Omaha Motor RailwayCompanyreceived oe
franchise while theNorthwestern Street Railway
Company received thather®®

The Omaha Motor Railway Compan
incorporated inApril 1887 with Dr. Samuel D.
Mercer as president (Figure 5.%° Ruthless |
competition characterized the streetcar industry"
Omaha during this periods different companies
running on various power modes attempted
dominate the market. To combabmpetition,
Mercer directed his crews to construlihes at :

. . . Figure 5. Omaha electric streetcar, 18&burce: Orr, 127.
night to avoidr eveal i ng tplmedc _ )
route®! The firstelectric line began &6" and Burtstreetsand ran east on Burt 7"; south ol 7" to Cass; east
on Cass td4", south orl4™" to Howard; east on Howatd 11" and south o 1" before terminating at Bancroft
Street?? Financing and constructidags delayedcompletion of thdine until fall 1889 During the intem, the
Omaha Motor Railway Company leased a looped portion of track to the Gdn@loaincil Bluffs Railway &
BridgeCompanyIn the summeiof 1889, ttat company became the first to run electric stregto@ddmaha when
it utilized leased track to bring streetcars over its new bridge connecting the twdditiestirstOmaha Motor
RailwayCompanyelectric streatars rartheir comgdetedfour-mile route that falP* Subsequent lines ran north on
22"9and 24" and south from 2% and Ames to the South Omaha stockyards at N Sféeppendix B

%Hodge, AThe First Electric Rail ways. o
®Hodge, fiThe First Electric Railways.d The Nesedt hwestern St
% Orr, O&CB, 66. Dr. Mercer was also a director of the Cable Tramway Company.

%1 OLHPC, i Co mp r e Hegnasn 38 citing Dennis Thavenet, "A History of Omaha Public Transportation, "(M.A. thesis,
Municipal University.

2Hodge,iThe Fir satwayloectric R

9 Hodge,iThe First ElectridRailways 0

%“Hodge i Trét Elecfid Railways

% OLHPC,i Co mp r e Rregnami®8 atingThavenet, "A History of Omaha Public Transportation, 3 245. 3 9
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Figure 6: Street Railways of Omaha akdvirons, 1889Source: Orr, 87.
Downtown area represented by dark gray square.


































































































https://planning.cityofomaha.org/maps












https://archive.org/details/2017OmahaHistoricStreetcarILSFinalReportReduced
https://planning.cityofomaha.org/maps
https://lemelson.mit.edu/resources/frank-j-sprague
https://landmark.cityofomaha.org/maps
https://digital.omahalibrary.org/digital/collection/p16747coll4/



https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/?fa=location:nebraska%7Clocation:omaha
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/?fa=location:nebraska%7Clocation:omaha






http://www.e-nebraskahistory.org/index.php?title=Nebraska_Historical_Marker:_Trans-Mississippi_and_International_Exposition_of_1898_(406)
http://www.e-nebraskahistory.org/index.php?title=Nebraska_Historical_Marker:_Trans-Mississippi_and_International_Exposition_of_1898_(406)
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